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C014: #5%& (Silk Dress)

(Picture and video obtained through the Internet.)

(To find article: go to MATHisacommonLANGUAGE.com —> Traditional —> lower right)



qi luo

C014: #5%& (Silk Dress)

In the process of finding a good Chinese song, | hit upon a gold mine. | knew the song. But
when | began to do some research, | realized that it was based on a thousand-year-old poem.
Parts of the poem have been quoted by people from time to time. Now | finally realized
where they come from.

The poem:
fong2mén wei shi gl luo xiang
7= 2 —J< [Tl
= F”i ik E_BIJZ Iz@'?ﬁ é ., (Agirl from a poor family never

knows the fragrance of a richly embroidered silk dress;)

[poor family] [never knows] [richly embroidered silk dress] [fragrance]

ni tuod liangmeéi yi Zi shang
-Tl-;}% E E ﬁ% ﬁ_ﬁ ﬁ 'f% o (theidea of a good go-between-er only

makes her sadder.)

[intents to] [entrust] [good go-between-er] [more] [makes oneself sad]



shui ai fongl lid gao gé diao4
2 =z JZs = =[E .
:E 3= El, JIL =] nJ;J ,  (Whoever appreciates her classy elegance;)

[who] [loves] [elegance] [classy style]

gong lian shi shi jianshtzhuang
:/H\: 'I‘z'z% H%ﬁ 1@*}% ;Ii[ o (all the boys in town with one dazed eye adore the max-factored faces.)

[all] [tender-hearted] [trendy] [makeup]

gan giang shi zht kua piangiao
Eﬁ H%— —I—TE EZ% 'Tﬁ 15 (Having trained her ten humble fingers in proud and nimble embroidery skills;)

[dare] [*] [ten fingers] [boast of] [nimbleness]

bu ba shuangméi dou hua chang?

Z: ?E EXE E IEEJ % '§ o (notime for her to pencil two vying brows long and flirtish.)

[not] [*] [two eyebrows] [vie, flirt] [draw] [long]



kU hen niannian yal jin xian
%II\E flz flf JEE % ,%7? , (How bitter and hateful! Year

after year was spent in pressing the golden threads,)

[feels bitter and hateful toward] [year after year] [presses] [golden threads]

weid  ta rén Zuo jia yi shang

=7 =1 4

),_%f\'p 'ﬂij,A ﬁ)’[ ﬁ%ﬂi‘z ZX o (and engaging herself in wedding gown embroideries that always belong to
other girls.)

[for] [other people] [makes] [wedding gowns]
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The song:

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sVPpKSHVt6g) [*this one doesn’t have lyrics on screen but is the best.]

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-vRpUXuxHig) [*sung by six singers, all have lyrics.]

fong2meén
f%_'— F"ﬂ (Poor family)


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sVPpKSHVt6g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-vRpUXuxHig

weishid gl luo xiang
22 —< [T
fli ﬁﬁk ,%E_]'?E %i (never knows the fragrance of a richly embroidered

silk dress)

[does not know] [richly embroidered silk dress] [fragrance]

tuod liangmeéi yi zl shang
:J::E E ﬂ% _|/;|_§ 5 17% (The idea to entrust a good go-between-er only

makes herself sadder)

[to entrust upon] [good go-between-er] [more] [makes herself sad]

xiang y1 you di mei
*E 'ﬁk ﬁ % ﬁfk (As the eldest, her siblings depend on her)

[depend] [there are] [younger siblings]
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shéngxido

i /J\ (When a young kid)

shi diéniang
9& %&Q ﬁa (lost her parents)

[lost] [Mom and Dad]



zhuangchéng shuf X1 jiao maoyang
RS LAY \ -
H;{ ﬁk = 'H:at il% 7[‘%' 1:7% (Morning makeup done, who are there to

wow her delicate looks)

[finishes doing makeup] [who] [appreciate][delicate][looks]
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bi yu nianhua
JEEEE fli ﬁ (Emerald-and-jade-like years)
fang chan shi jie

% % H%ﬁﬁ (Fragrant-spring times)
[fragrant] [spring] [seasonal times]

a

BT~ (ah)

kong zi huichang

S \ E
f'_ﬁ' E l@_ Hﬁ (Nothing but sad loneliness goes round and round in her bosom)

[vainly] [goes round and round in one’s bosom]



meéng hui
——— \

%' ]El_ (Following the wondering dream)

hé chu shi  jia xiang
'TE_”;% XEE % ?Ell (Where is her childhood hometown)

[where] [is] [old hometown]

you fa yun yan yueguang

ﬁ 5?;1_51' :_F% H ﬁ% (Passing clouds partly hide the moon)
[exist] [floating clouds] [cover] [moonlight]

wen  shui lian  ruozhi

Ei ,%, : 'I?z% 5% i‘é’f (Let her ask who are there to pity her weak self)

[askes][who] [pity] [weak quality]
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youyuan
[2153[ ?Cl% (Sulky and feeling the right to complain)

tuod gingshang
E% 7? Fﬂ‘]— (Only music she can trust)

[entrusts] [music belonging to a classic style]



wushan xiu gé shan Zéng chéuchang
% %2 (%HEI ) Er_rk E_E_'] i 'I‘E 'I"E (Long-sleeved dancing dress and singer’s fan but make her

regret more)

[dancing dress] [singer’s fan] [increase][regret]
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Bi

suifong chu

BjE El, (FE) (Following the wind)

pido ping
-
%El, 332 (Floating like duckweeds)

[floating][duckweeds]

pinnian ya xian
_u: Xy
'/'E\ E E ,%i (Year after year in pressing the golden threads)

[year after year] [presses][threads]

kong zi ar liang
DN

i E 'I‘é }?\ (Nothing but sad loneliness engulfs her)

[vainly] [nothing but sad loneliness]



